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should be an orderly framework for migra-
tion which ensures humane treatment, legal
security, and dignified labor conditions. For
this purpose, we are instructing our Govern-
ments to engage, at the earliest opportunity,
in formal high-level negotiations aimed at
achieving short and long-term agreements
that will allow us to constructively address
migration and labor issues between our two
countries. This effort will be chaired by the
Secretary of State and the Attorney General
of the U.S. and the Secretary of Foreign Re-
lations and the Secretary of the Interior of
Mexico.

We attach the utmost importance to issues
affecting the quality of life along our com-
mon border. We shall work for the economic
and social development of our border com-
munities, fight violence and strive to create
a safe and orderly environment. We will form
a new high-level working group under the
auspices of the Binational Commission to
identify specific steps each country can take
to improve the efficiency of border oper-
ations. We will begin immediate discussions
to implement the NAFTA panel decision on
trucking.

Drug trafficking, drug abuse, and orga-
nized crime are major threats to the well-
being of our societies. To combat this threat,
we must strengthen our respective law en-
forcement strategies and institutions, as well
as develop closer and more trusting bilateral
and multilateral cooperation. We want to re-
duce the demand for drugs and eliminate
narcotrafficking organizations. To this end,
we will undertake immediate steps to review
law enforcement policies and coordination
efforts in accordance with each country’s na-
tional jurisdiction. We will consult with our
NAFTA partner Canada regarding develop-
ment of a North American approach to the
important issue of energy resources. Building
on the strength of our respective cultures,
we will seek to expand our partnership
broadly in ways that help secure a better fu-
ture for our people. Education is a key to
that future; we will increase exchanges and
internships that help develop human capital
and promote respect for each other’s rich
cultural heritage. We will seek new coopera-
tion in science, technology, and the environ-
ment, on which much of our economic

progress and our people’s well-being will de-
pend. Beyond the bilateral agenda, our two
Governments are also ready to discuss re-
gional and hemispheric issues important to
both our nations. The Summit of the Amer-
icas, to be held in April in Quebec City, will
provide a valuable forum in which the hemi-
sphere’s democracies can address and ad-
vance shared goals of strengthening demo-
cratic institutions and stimulating economic
prosperity through free trade and education.
We reaffirm our support for the creation of
a Free Trade Area of the Americas as soon
as possible.

We believe our two nations can now build
an authentic partnership for prosperity,
based on shared democratic values and open
dialogue that bring great benefits to our peo-
ple. We want to move beyond the limitations
of the past and boldly seize the unprece-
dented opportunity before us. In order to
achieve these goals and follow up on the
commitments we made today, we have
agreed to meet frequently, as necessary, over
the course of our respective terms of office.
We will do so as friends, in a spirit of mutual
trust and respect.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 17, 2001

Good morning. As you listen to me today,
I’m in Texas after a visit to Mexico, where
I had a very good meeting with President
Vicente Fox. Members of Congress this holi-
day weekend are in their States and districts.
Soon, we’ll all head back to Washington with
a lot of work ahead of us.

The work begins with a responsible budg-
et. In Washington, people deal with trillions
of dollars and sometimes can forget that
every bit of it is someone’s earnings. My job
is to make sure no one forgets. We must be
good stewards of your tax dollars.

My budget will fund our priorities from
education to defense to protecting Social Se-
curity and Medicare. It will pay down our
national debt. And when we have done all
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that, we will still have some money left over.
I strongly believe we should return that
money, the leftover money, to you, the
American people, in the form of tax relief.
It is, after all, your money.

My tax relief plan is a fair one, lowering
the rate for all taxpayers. The typical family
of four with two children will get $1,600 in
tax relief. And the greatest benefits, the larg-
est percentage reductions, will go to those
who need them most. My plan is pro-growth.
It gives our economy a jump-start by leaving
more money in the hands of those who have
earned it.

My proposal to cut income taxes across the
board is now in the hands of Congress. Amid
growing concern over the economy and high
energy costs, we’re seeing a good deal of bi-
partisan agreement that now is the time to
reduce the tax burden and slow the growth
of Government spending. In 10 days I’ll be
taking this case in person to a joint session
of Congress.

In addition to debt reduction and tax re-
lief, we have some other important priorities,
including a bold proposal to reform Amer-
ican education. Money isn’t the whole an-
swer. High standards and accountability mat-
ter most. But if we’re serious about reforms,
like early reading and teacher training, test-
ing on reading and math in every school, the
Federal budget must reflect these commit-
ments.

School districts don’t need more vague
mandates from Washington. They do need
clear goals and real support. So my budget
for the Department of Education will have
a higher percentage increase than any other
Federal department. We’ll pay for new test-
ing programs and new reading and interven-
tion programs and new choices for parents
with children in failing schools. We will
spend more on our public schools, but we’re
going to expect more in return, and this will
improve the lives of countless children.

Not long ago, agreement on debt reduc-
tion, tax relief, and education reform seemed
impossible. But today, people in both parties
are impatient with the status quo—with high
debt, high tax bills, high energy bills, and fall-
ing education standards. This is our chance
to act, and we cannot let it pass.

If you happen to see your Congressman
or Senator home in your neighborhood this
holiday weekend, I hope you’ll take time to
thank him for working with me to reform
public schools and to give tax relief to every-
one who pays taxes.

Thank you very much for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:50 p.m. on
February 15 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on February
17. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 16 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Executive Order 13201—
Notification of Employee Rights
Concerning Payment of Union Dues
or Fees
February 17, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Property and Administrative Services
Act, 40 U.S.C. 471 et seq., and in order to
ensure the economical and efficient adminis-
tration and completion of Government con-
tracts, it is hereby ordered that:

Section 1. (a) This order is designed to
promote economy and efficiency in Govern-
ment procurement. When workers are better
informed of their rights, including their
rights under the Federal labor laws, their
productivity is enhanced. The availability of
such a workforce from which the United
States may draw facilitates the efficient and
economical completion of its procurement
contracts.

(b) The Secretary of Labor (Secretary)
shall be responsible for the administration
and enforcement of this order. The Secretary
shall adopt such rules and regulations and
issue such orders as are deemed necessary
and appropriate to achieve the purposes of
this order.

Sec. 2. (a) Except in contracts exempted
in accordance with section 3 of this order,
all Government contracting departments and
agencies shall, to the extent consistent with
law, include the following provisions in every
Government contract, other than collective
bargaining agreements as defined in 5 U.S.C.
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